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Advent Calendar 
 

He will come like last leaf's fall. 
One night when the November wind 
has flayed the trees to the bone, and earth 
wakes choking on the mould, 
the soft shroud's folding. 
 
He will come like frost. 
One morning when the shrinking earth 
opens on mist, to find itself 
arrested in the net 
of alien, sword-set beauty. 
 
He will come like dark. 
One evening when the bursting red 
December sun draws up the sheet 
and penny-masks its eye to yield 
the star-snowed fields of sky. 
 
He will come, will come, 
will come like crying in the night, 
like blood, like breaking, 
as the earth writhes to toss him free. 
He will come like child. 

Rowan Williams 

 



Organ Voluntary 
The Bible, God’s Word for life, is placed in the pulpit by the Beadle. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
Preparatory Silence  
 

Call to Worship 
 

Hymn 273 O come, O come, Emmanuel      (t  Veni Emmanuel) 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
in ancient times didst give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe: 
 
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save, 
and give them victory o'er the grave: 
 
O come, thou Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery: 
 
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadows put to flight: 

 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayers of Adoration, Confession, Absolution and Supplication 
 

Lesson St Mark 13: 24 - 37 
 

Hymn 279 Make way, make way, for Christ the King                       (t  Make Way) 
 

Make way, make way, for Christ the King 
in splendour arrives; 
fling wide the gates and welcome him 
into your lives. 
Make way, make way, for the King of kings; 
make way, make way, and let his kingdom in. 
 

He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
the prisoners to free; 
the deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
the blind shall see. 



And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
who weep and sigh, 
with laughter, joy, and royal crown 
he'll beautify. 
 
We call you now to worship him 
as Lord of all, 
to have no gods before him, 
their thrones must fall! 
 Graham Kendrick (b.1950) 

 
Reflection 
 
Solo 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving, Intercession, Commemoration of the Faithful Departed and The 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn 477 Lo, he comes with clouds descending                          (t  Helmsley) 
 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
Christ, the Lamb, for sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
join to sing the glad refrain: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 
 
Every eye shall now behold him, 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 
 
Those deep wounds of cross and passion 
still his glorious body bears; 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
See! the day of God appears. 
 
Yea, amen, let all adore you, 
high on your eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for your own: 
oh, come quickly, oh, come quickly, oh, come quickly, 
Alleluia! come, Lord, come! 
 Charles Wesley (1707-1788) (alt.) 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
Postlude Chorale - “Sleepers wake” (harmonised J S Bach) 

 


