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Meet the new manse resident
A new resident will move
into the Manse towards
the end of November.
At time of going to
press, she was still unnamed and we all look
forward to meeting her
and welcoming into the
St Columba Family.
She is a beautiful black
Cocker Spaniel
(Working).
Keep a look out for her
when you are out for a
walk – she will be taking
charge of our Minister,
Scott!

Waiting to welcome you
Sundays

Team

Leader

December 5

Team 1

Dr H. Hunter

December 12

Team 2

Mr J. McConnachie

December 19

Team 3

Mrs M. Howie

December 26

Team 4

Mr I. McFadzean

January 2

Team 5

Mrs J. Murnin

January 9

Team 6

Mr M. Whiteford

January 16

Team 7

Mr N. Reid

January 23

Team 8

Mrs D. Bone

January 30

Team 9

Mr D. Campbell
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Dear Friends,
It is wonderful that, following the lockdown
cessation, our Thursday morning café, Oasis,
has restarted! Oasis meets in the main hall at
the church from 10.00am to noon. Everyone
is welcome to come along: tea, coffee and
fattening biscuits and cakes are on offer. It’ll
be very good to see you there!
With a new team at the helm, I want to pay
tribute to the outgoing committee; the committee has served St Columba since November 2015. They are Rine Kidd (Convenor),
Kathleen Hawthorn (Treasurer), and the shoppers: Barbara Allan, Irene Morrison, Margaret McIlwraith, the late John
Hamilton (known for his pancakes and blueberry muffins), and Mary
Knox (baker of many cakes!). Helpers who came onboard later are Sandy
Allan, Maureen Brennan and Margaret McCutcheon. Fiona Hosie organised summer cover for the café.
The outgoing committee has now disbursed its remaining funds (£1597):
New Oasis Cafe funds
Whiteleys Retreat
Abbas Rest
Erskine Home
Ayrshire Hospice
Robin House Children’s Hospice

£97.00
£300.00
£300.00
£300.00
£300.00
£300.00

On behalf of the Kirk Session and regular patrons of the café, I want to
thank the outgoing committee for its steadfast work! Thank you!
As we approach the season of Christmas, of tinsel, mulled wine, and
excited children, I hope and pray that you have a blessed and peaceful
time. It is true, of course, that the happiness of Christmas can create a
shadow: Christmas can be a difficult and painful time for many, not least
those who feel lonely or have lost a loved one. Be assured of my prayers,
support and affection.
December 2021
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To the Pharisees, Jesus said, “The reign of God doesn’t come in a visible
way. You can’t say, ‘See, here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ No – look: the reign
of God is already within you.” For all of us, amid all the many distractions and difficulties of the season, think on the words of the sixteenth
century mystic, Teresa of Avila:
And should by chance you do not know
Where to find Me,
Do not go here and there;
But if you wish to find Me,
In yourself seek Me.
Soul, since you are My room,
My house and dwelling,
If at any time,
Through your distracted ways
I find the door tightly closed,
Outside of yourself seek Me not,
To find Me it will be
Enough only to call Me,
Then quickly will I come,
And in yourself seek Me.
Blessings and peace to you.
Scott
Revd Dr Scott S McKenna
**************************
At the time of writing, government restrictions on visiting homes have
been relaxed. If you would like a visit from me or our Associate Minister, David Ness, please don’t hesitate to be in touch. Simply call the
manse (01292 226075) or email me (scottsmckenna@aol.com).
David’s telephone number is 01292 471625. The purpose of the visit
may be a pastoral matter or simply an opportunity for a chat.
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Men’s Association fly high
Since our return to active service, we have enjoyed talks from our
Minister, Scott and Probationer Gillean on their respective journeys;
Bob McMillan on 'Ayrshire at War' and Doug McLean on the Scottish Airshow.
All of these talks have been very well received. By the time this
edition of Columba News is published, we will have heard from
Roger Stringer on Helicopter SAR and also from one of our chosen
charities, Abbas Rest with Muriel Wilson.
A lot of people have found the last two years very trying and we
pray for all that next year sees improvements. Merry Christmas and a
Happy Healthy 2022.
John Ferguson
Secretary

Irene will be guest
at the Guild
What a pleasure it was at our meeting on November 1 to have the hall full and nearly back to a socially-distanced capacity when we welcomed the
Men’s Association as guests, and the Revd. Becky
Haldane, who told us all about the Sailors’ Society
in an entertaining and interesting way.
We miss not having been able to have our usual Fundraising Coffee
Morning and Christmas stalls, but we soldier on and continue the season
with a talk/demonstration/participation by our own, well-respected, Irene
Bartholomew on “Believe you can”.
Our final meeting of the Session will be an AFTERNOON MEETING
on 4th December at 2 pm – Christmas Afternoon Tea with entertainment
by “True Colours”. All are welcome to this afternoon Guild.
We have not forgotten our members and friends who can only come to
The Guild in the afternoons, but we could not alter the pre-arranged syllabus for this session. Due to Covid lockdowns and restrictions the CommitDecember 2021
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tee had to forget the arrangements made for the 2020/21session and rearrange with the speakers to come on the corresponding dates in the 2021/22
session, which is our present syllabus. The Committee will, however, look
into arranging more afternoon gatherings in the next session.
Our first meeting in 2022 is on Monday, 10th January when our good
friend, Mr David Wallace, will lead our meeting with the theme “The Wee
Kirkcudbright Centipede”. It sounds very, very interesting!
Meantime, on behalf of all my hard-working committee, whom I sincerely thank, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas time.
Dorothy Bone
Convenor

Columba Kids join in the
church’s early service
The Sunday School (St. Columba Kids) resumed in mid August and
regularly have 8-10 children present each Sunday. Since then the
children have been joining the congregation for the first part of the
early worship service and this has made them feel included as part of
the greater Church family.
However, Stuart McKinlay, who has been part of the Sunday
School for over fifteen years and has been the Co-ordinator for the
past five years, decided to step down at the end of October.
This is a great loss to us as Stuart has been an inspiration to the
young people of our congregation for many years with his work not
only with St Columba Kids but also with Messy Church and the
Holiday Club. He will be greatly missed and we thank him for all he
has done for St. Columba and wish him well for the future.
Sue Christie will take over the administrative role of the Sunday
School and, hopefully, the present teachers, with the help of a few
others, will keep things going in the meantime.
If any member of the congregation feel moved to help, or know of
anyone who might wish to take on the role of Sunday School Coordinator, or just help out on the occasional Sunday, please speak to
Keith.
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Chat in the aisles

A

trial with new LED lights being installed by the Wednesday team is
currently being held. The lights that are being replaced have reached
the end of their life and spare lighting tubes are now not available. These
new lights will also be more economical to run.

T

he regular Communion services will resume again on Sunday, January 30, Covid permitting. More details will be available in the January edition of Columba News and also the Minister’s monthly newsletter.

S

ome advertisers have withdrawn from advertising in the Columba
News for next year due to the Covid and economic environment. If
anyone in the congregation who knows of any business that would be willing to support the church magazine with an advert please get in touch with
the editor.

N

ow that the office is back open in the church on a Thursday and Friday please respect Covid restrictions if you have to drop in for any
reason to keep the staff safe.

Vandals damage front door
The main door to
the church was
recently vandalised when someone used extreme
force to split the
main oak panel.
The skilled
Wednesday team
made good the
repair but the door
will have to be
varnished again
when the weather
allows.
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Walkers drookit but they
still enjoyed their ramble
The last Friday in October dawned
wet - no, very wet!
However, five of us decided to
walk anyway.
We did a circuit at Shewalton
Woods (between Irvine and Dundonald) and all agreed that it had been
worth getting soaked!
Our next walk is on Friday, November 26 when we will walk from
the Soft Play car park on Prestwick
sea front in a loop around St Nicholas golf course. This is a flat 4mile
walk.
There will be no walk in December
but on January 28 we plan to go to
Largs and walk to the Pencil and
back finishing with a ‘late Christmas’ lunch. As we will need to book a table please inform me by the previous week if you intend to join us. We will organise car share for this
outing.
Helen Greig, WMO Convenor 07922 059368
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Scouting Adventures during
Lockdown and beyond!
The last 18 months has been very
challenging; however, 18th Ayrshire
Scout Group were determined to keep
going in order to keep our young people motivated and engaged.
When lockdown occurred, we
moved our meetings online to Zoom
with games, challenges and experiments. We introduced new badges,
home challenges and a walk of the
month. We made use of Facebook to share our successes and keep in
touch.
We were unable to organise sleepovers so instead we held virtual camps,
building dens in our living rooms, pitching tents in our gardens, making
flags, toasting marshmallows, crafting and baking.
As restrictions eased, we began to meet outside in small groups, enjoying fun and games at Rozelle, hikes over the Carrick Hills and building
fires at the beach.
Now that we are finally able to meet in larger groups, both indoors and
out, we are definitely making the most of it. Cubs enjoyed an activity day
at Castle Semple with cycling and raft building whilst Beavers and Scouts
had days out at Dumfries House outdoor activity centre taking part in
search and rescue exercises, team building challenges and scrambling over
the assault course.
On the recent Halloween weekend, Beavers and Cubs took part in their
first sleepover in over 18 months, there were campfires, games, team chal-
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lenges, scavenger hunt, mini pioneering and a movie night. For many of
our young people this was their first ever sleepover and they were super
excited!
And the adventure doesn’t stop there, at the end of the month our Scouts
are off on a night hike to Troon where they will stay the night and take
part in a morning of activities before returning home.
We are so proud of the way our young people have adapted and continued to achieve great things.
Scouting provides amazing experiences for young people, but not only
for young people, it is also very rewarding for adult volunteers
#GoodForYou. Volunteering in Scouting gives you the opportunity to be
part of a team and use your skills, you can lead a team and assist in many
ways. If you would be interested in becoming a leader or helper, please do
not hesitate to speak to us. We are currently looking for a number of individuals to join our Leadership team.
Jeroen (Yuri) Bolte – Group Scout Leader
gsl@18thayrshire.org.uk – 075 11489755
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The Church Remembers
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Lochside Church grounds
are now a lot tidier

RE
BEFO
NOW

The grounds at
Lochside have now
been tided up with
the removal of the
old wooden security fence that was
in danger of falling
down and injuring
someone.
Also the monster
storage container
has been sold and
removed by crane.
There were a lot of
empty crates plus
the remains of the
old kitchen and
they have also been
removed.
The plan is to
repair the grass
where the container
stood and this
should help improve the area for
neighbouring residents.

Copy deadline for the January issue will be

Sunday, January 2
Copy should be emailed to editor.columbanews@gmail.com
New advertisers should also send their copy to the editor Norman Reid
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LIFE AND WORK
MAGAZINE
The editorially independent magazine of the
Church of Scotland is packed every month with
features, news and opinions on Christian life
within Scotland and further afield.
One of the magazine’s most important features
is reader feedback- the letters pages are lively and very revealing
about general attitudes within and beyond the Church.
As the Church pays annually for the magazines, it receives a discount, so we are able to offer an annual subscription rate of £36, to
anyone paying before the end of January 2022.
Cheques should be made payable to St Columba Church.
Home delivery can be arranged for elderly or housebound members.
Hazel Steele (tel 861631)

LIFE AND WORK MAGAZINE
Annual subscription for 2022 =

£36 payable before Jan 2022

I enclose my subscription for 2022.
Cheques made payable to Ayr St Columba Church
Home Delivery required?
NAME……………………………………………………….....................
ADDRESS………………………………………………….....................
Please return to me as soon as possible, either to my pigeon hole, 57, in
the Carrick Park corridor or to my home address.
57 Auchendoon Crescent, Ayr KA7 4AT
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Fireside Puzzles for Christmas
Here are a couple of posers to occupy your mind when relaxing by a warm
fire this Christmas. The solutions can be found on page 27
My Hat !
Rebels ambush a group on safari in the jungle and capture three men. The
rebels give the men a single chance to escape alive.
The captives are lined up in order of height and then tied to stakes. The
man in the rear can see the backs of his two friends, the man in the middle
can see the back of the man in front, but the man in front cannot see anyone. The rebels show the men five hats. Three of the hats are black and
two of the hats are white.
Blindfolds are placed over each man's eyes and a hat is placed on each
man's head. The two hats left over are hidden. The blindfolds are then removed and the men are told that if one of them can say what colour hat he
is wearing they can all leave unharmed.
The man in the rear who can see both of his friends' hats, but not his own
says, "I don't know". The man in the middle, who can see the hat of the
man in front, but not his own, says, "I don't know". The man in front, who
cannot see anybody's hat, says "I know!"
How did he know the colour of his hat and what colour was it?

Passing Trains (A Classic Puzzle)
Two trains are travelling along the same stretch of single line track towards each other. Train A consists of an engine and three coaches and
Train B has an engine and two coaches. There is a siding that can take one
engine and one coach or two coaches. The engines and coaches can be
coupled or uncoupled and the engine can push or pull the coaches.
How is it possible for the two trains to pass each other by using this siding?
Train A
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Catching up with Presbytery
Note of online meeting of the Presbytery of Ayr held on 19 October 2021
Presbytery Accounts and Budgets: Presbytery approved the Accounts
for year to 31 December 2020 and for the budget for the year ending 31
December 2022.
Accounts Inspection Committee: Presbytery noted that all Congregational Accounts have been received and comply with Church Regulations.
The Accounts have been approved with instructions that they be submitted
to OSCR together with Annual Return. Presbytery expressed grateful
thanks to Congregational Treasurers and Trustees for commitment and
responsibility during a somewhat difficult year.
Inter Presbytery Discussion: Presbytery noted the progress made to date
by the seven different Working Groups to consider the broad issues , make
recommendations and establish the forward planning timetable to ensure
that the new Presbytery of the South West of Scotland is constituted in
September 2022.
COP, Climate Change and Your Church: Presbytery encouraged congregations to follow initiatives in relation to COP and climate change
which have been circulated by the Church of Scotland and Christian Aid.
Presbytery Mission Plan: Presbytery agreed the processes to develop Local
Mission Plans, Local Transition Plans and Building Review as described
in the updated working draft. A target date of 1 February 2022 was agreed
for outline Local Mission Plans to be completed.
Presbytery noted the Auditors, including Mrs Lorna Paterson from Ayr St
Columba, who have been appointed to undertake the information gathering phase of the Building Review process. Auditors undertake audits away
from their home area and should complete the audit before Christmas
2021.
Local Foodbanks: Presbytery noted that the local Christ in Action Foodbank is being supported by Tesco in Ayr and Prestwick stores up to 31
December 2021. Anyone who shops there is requested to vote for this
cause by placing their token in the appropriate Christ in Action container.
George Park, Presbytery Elder
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Memorial Plaques
Plaques to commemorate the service of our
former Ministers, Bill Christman and Fraser
Aitken, to Ayr St Columba Church will be
dedicated on Sunday, December 12.
Photographs of the two Ministers, with a
brief note of their service to the congregation of Ayr St Columba Church, will be put
in place in the Carrick Park vestibule at the
same time.

Update on Ayr Presbytery
Mission Plan
Churches in Ayr Presbytery, including Ayr St
Columba and Lochside, have been meeting in
recent weeks to work towards an agreed Mission Plan before Ayr Presbytery unites with the
other Presbyteries in September 2022. Following decisions taken at the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, Ayr Presbytery is facing a major reduction in the number of charges
from 32 to 19 and this means that unions of
churches are inevitable. It is clear that no
charges will remain the same.
Although final decisions are not yet confirmed, it is expected that the Mission Plan will
involve Ayr St Columba uniting with Ayr St
Andrews and the Auld Kirk at some point in
the future. This is a long-term plan for the future and it is not expected to affect us for several years.
Local consultation meetings have taken place
with the relevant churches to explore the various options available. The timeline is that by 1
November 2021, local areas will have agreed
definitions and allocated ministry posts. Presbytery at their meeting on 7 December 2021

Help the
bring
some
festive
cheer
The Foodbank will
be in great demand
this Christmas and
the WMO committee
is asking for your
support.
Over the page on
the centre spread is a
special advent calendar that serves as a
shopping list of
wanted items.
If you are able to
donate to the reverse
advent calendar,
please collect items
on the list and place
them in the collecting
boxes in the Church
in the run up to
Christmas.
As well as the list
of essentials the
Foodbank would also
be grateful for bottles
of Schloer and tubes
of Pringle crisps as
an added festive treat
for families struggling during these
hard times

Continued on Page 20
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will confirm definitions of new charges. By 1 February 2022, local areas
will produce outline mission plans. On 1 March 2022, Presbytery will
agree the Mission Plan. Between March and May 2022, the Faith Nature
Forum and the General Trustees will approve the Mission Plan. On 21
June 2022, Presbytery will formally start implementing Mission Plans.
Local Transition Plans, which set out how a local area gets from its present ministries and congregational structures to the future structures envisaged in the Mission Plan, will be required to be produced. In addition, a
Buildings Review has commenced. The Review is split into three phases,
information gathering (audit), analysis and decision making. Presbytery
has appointed auditors to undertake the information gathering phase.
Auditors will undertake audits away from their own home area and will
conclude their audits before Christmas 2021.Under the analysis phase, the
General Trustees will send their ranked findings back to Presbytery who
will recommend which buildings should be kept and which should be categorised for disposal - the final part of the Mission Planning process.
The current proposed situation in relation to Ayr St Columba is that we
will unite with Ayr St Andrews and the Auld Kirk. This grouping will
have one Minister plus one Ordained Local Minister.
However, like other Ministers, Scott has an unrestricted tenure which
must be allowed to run its natural course. Typically, that will be until the
Minister demits or retires or agrees to accept a change in their pastoral
responsibilities.
The Kirk Session has been kept up to date with developments and further
updates will be given as necessary.
As we write, the proposed situation in relation to Lochside is undecided.
However, it has been agreed that Lochside will join with a church
(Newton Wallacetown) or churches (Newton Wallacetown, St James and
St Quivox) in North Ayr and it is likely that it will become a Local Mission Church.
R A Bartholomew, Session Clerk

Update on the Presbytery of the
South West of Scotland
At the General Assembly of May 2022, an overture was passed which will
cause the 6 Presbyteries of Annandale and Eskdale, Ardrossan, Ayr, Dumfries and Kirkcudbright, Irvine and Kilmarnock, and Wigtown and StranPage 20
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raer to be united into the Presbytery of the South West of Scotland by 30
September 2022. A Steering Group has been working through seven Consultation Working Groups to consider the broad issues and make recommendations for approval by existing Presbyteries.
On 30 November 2021, the consultation process concluded and the
Steering Group will meet on 15 December 2021 to collate reports and prepare plans. On 31 January 2022, the final document will be produced and
circulated to all Presbyteries. In June 2022, will see the final meetings of
the current six Presbyteries with the first meeting of the new Presbytery of
the South West of Scotland taking place in September 2022.
The new Presbytery will comprise 113 Charges, 170 congregations and
443 Presbyters. It is projected to be allocated 77 Ministry and Mission
appointments. The current Presbyteries are attempting to complete their
Mission Plans by March 2022. The finalised plans will eventually be implemented into the new Presbytery.
Local Area Groups are intended to be the Missional engine to Presbytery's Governance:
South Ayrshire with Wigtown and Kirkcudbright (excluding Ayr Town
Centre)
North Ayrshire with Ardrossan (including Ayr Town Centre)
East Ayrshire with Dumfries (including Annandale and Eskdale)
Further updates will follow as relevant decisions are known.
R A Bartholomew, Session Clerk

Time for some Table Talk
The WMO committee plan to run an informal chat group for six
weeks beginning on Friday, January 14 at 10.30am in the Struthers
Room.
We will share tea or coffee and chat around a topic introduced by a
member of the group.
The topics may be entertaining or informative or thought-provoking
- perhaps all 3!
Anyone is welcome to attend but as we hope those attending will
feel able to contribute if they feel so inclined, numbers will be limited
to a maximum of 10, and it will therefore be necessary to ‘book in’ by
calling or emailing Helen Greig on 07922 059368 or
hcgreig@icloud.com. There will be no meeting on the January 28.
Helen Greig, WMO convenor
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Scott’s sermon preached from St Matthew 5:43-48
on Sunday, October 17, 2021
Religion causes conflict. Religion leads to war. Religion is the source
of so much suffering in the world. Would the world not be a safer, better,
and more peaceful place without religion? Or, at least, so goes a popular
and familiar way of thinking. Northern Ireland, the Middle East, the Crusades and the wars of religion in Europe? Over the course of two thousand years, Christians have killed Jews, Muslims, heretics, witches and
sectarians for the glory of God. We remember also the terrorism of alQaida and Isis. What do you think?
By contrast to their reputation for violence, religions teach peace. The
so-called Golden Rule is present in most world faiths. In Judaism, we
read, ‘You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against your kinsfolk. Love your neighbour as yourself.’ And, again in Judaism, in the
rabbinic tradition, ‘What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow: this is
the whole Torah; the rest is the explanation; go and learn.’
In Christianity, in the inter-testamental books which are included in the
Roman Catholic Bible, from the book of Tobit, we read, ‘Do to no one
what you yourself dislike.’ In the book of Sirach, ‘Recognise that your
neighbour feels as you do, and keep in mind your own dislikes.’ Then, in
the Gospels, Jesus said, ‘Do to others what you want them to do to you.
This is the meaning of the law of Moses and the teaching of the prophets.’
Similar sayings are found in Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Confucianism, Taoism and the Baha’i faith.
In Judaism, the tradition of Jesus, there is an emphasis on caring for the
stranger. Judaism recognises that caring for a neighbour is not enough, in
part because a neighbour is likely to be someone like ourselves. The commandment to care for the stranger means to care for those who are different from us. Perhaps Jesus alone goes one step further. In His sermon on
the mount, He said, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you’. Taken together, these religious instructions are the way of love.
Yet, in a popular sense at least, people say that religions cause conflict,
war, and suffering. Would we be here if our primary experience of religion was hurt and division?
According to the Encyclopaedia of Wars (2004), the authors surveyed
almost 1800 conflicts and less than 10% involved religion at all. Similarly, in the survey ‘God and War’ commissioned by the BBC, while religion played a part in 40% of conflicts, it is almost always a minor one. Do
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not let people persuade you that religion per se, religion alone, is the
source of conflicts, wars and suffering; that were religion miraculously
removed from the world, from all societies, the world would be at peace.
Empirical evidence does not bear that out.
The former Bishop of Oxford and Professor of Divinity at Gresham College, London, Richard Harries (left), says that, in
the twentieth century, the greatest atrocities were caused, not by religion, but by
secular ideologies. Harries says that it was
nationalism which lay behind the First
World War. In Stalin’s Russia, it was an
atheist political ideology which was responsible for the purges of the 1930s; the
deaths of twenty-eight million fellow citizens. It was not religion but Hitler’s fascism which exterminated six million Jews
and many more millions besides.
It was the atheist Communist party of
Cambodia, the Khmer Rouge, that in the 1970s resulted in the deaths of
almost two million people. It was under Mao Zedong, President of the
Peoples’ Republic of China, an atheist regime, that some 45 million people
were killed. Mao called his policy ‘The Great Leap Forward’. Was he the
greatest mass murderer in history? In China today, the Uighurs, largely a
Muslim people living in the north-west region of China, are being persecuted. Some reports of conditions in the camps are graphic. International
estimates suggest that as many as 1.5 million people are being held in ‘reeducation’ camps. China’s policy is not fired by religious zeal.
Religion can be used and abused in conflicts. That abuse may arise
when we confuse that which is less than ultimate with the Ultimate. Because religion points to the Ultimate, to God, we can sometimes believe
that our way of understanding God, our expressions of God, are ultimate.
Religion is never itself God: it is always provisional; it is not absolute
truth. On our spiritual journey, we constantly need to be open to new possibilities about God. Our ‘truth’ is not God. So, religion can be used and
abused in conflicts, but it is rarely the cause.
If we take to heart the Golden Rule, then what is needed is not less religion but more: more consideration of others, of the neighbour, the stranger
and our enemies. The Revd Dr Martin Luther King said, ‘Love is the only
thing that can turn an enemy into a friend.’
December 2021
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Love is not a pious, other-worldly dream. Love means acknowledging
the humanity of other people. The former Chief Rabbi, the late Jonathan
Sacks, said, ‘Hostility may divide [us], but something deeper connects
[us]: the covenant of solidarity. Pain, distress, difficulty – these transcend
the language of difference.’ In 2015, in the attack on the Jewish supermarket in Paris, it was a Muslim worker at the shop who rescued twenty Jewish customers by hiding them in a cold storage room. The Muslim worker
did not stop to ask, ‘Are these people one of us?’
Wrongs cannot be undone. There is need for
apologies and an awareness of suffering and grievance. Physical force and military action are sometimes tragically necessary. Always, the struggle to
overcome hate is an inner struggle; it is part of our
inner journey: Christ needs to be born in us. We
need metanoia: a change of heart to overcome our
fears, insecurities, and lust for power.
The weapons used by Jesus, Gandhi and Martin
Luther King were justice, compassion, and nonviolence. In human history, they are among the
giants. Don’t be persuaded that the world would be a better place without
religion.

Get set for the Seniors’
Christmas Party
Saturday 4th December 2pm - 5pm
Afternoon tea will be served,
entertainment provided by Billy
Strachan and our customary Croft
Original followed by Carol singing
with Santa and his elves.
Please contact Jane Hunter on
01292 281013 or 07767032695 if
you still want to reserve a place by
Wednesday, December 1
Please note: If further Covid restrictions have to make a return, the
Hospitality Committee will be required to cancel the event.
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Looking back at COP 26
At the beginning of the COP26 gathering in
Glasgow I was fortunate to be involved in a Talanoa Dialogue, an event organised by Interfaith
Scotland which took place at the Garnethill
Synagogue in the centre of Glasgow. Faith representatives from over 15 denominations and beliefs were invited to participate in discussions
about their faith and the place caring for the environment played in their religious life.
An opening address was given by Rabbi
Ephriam Mirvis, chief rabbi of Orthodox Judaism and the Commonwealth who spoke passionOur Probationer
ately about faith engagement for climate justice
Minister Gillean
as a ‘sacred act’, and after this, participants were
Richmond
along
invited to share in small groups, their stories of
with
members
of
climate activism in addition to stories of how the
her
family
atchange in climate has affected people and envitended the event
ronments in their part of the world.
in Glasgow reMore than 200 people attended the event, both
cently and here
onsite and online, and the event was intentionally
modelled as an effort to ensure voices from all she looks back at
the big Cop 26
over the globe, and not just those able to physically be in Glasgow, could be heard.
After stories of environmental damage and how this has affected various
indigenous groups were shared, and questions were asked about how faith
groups can play a more significant role in giving voice to those affected,
faith leaders joined together for a time of worship. Prayers and words of
wisdom from speakers representing Quakers, Islam, the EcoSynagogue
Network, Eco Dharmas, the Scottish Pagan Network, Franciscan monks,
the Anglican Communion Environmental Network, Sikh faith, and Hinduism as well as indigenous speakers from Finland, Fuji, Brazil, Argentina,
and Iceland were shared, all of whom spoke about the responsibility of
people of faith towards the environment and the people living on the earth
who are affected by climate change.
Less than a week later, I was on the Global March for Climate Action
which met in Kelvingrove Park before walking through the shut streets of
December 2021
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COP 26 report
Glasgow before gathering on Glasgow Green. Despite
terrible rain at the beginning of the march, the enthusiasm of the groups was not to be dampened. Many individuals had travelled from all over the world to take
part in, and the route was lined with many people leaning out of their house windows on the route, banging
pots and pans as makeshift musical instruments, and
cheering all the marchers on their way. As we were
part of the ‘Faith and Beliefs’ block, there were many
individuals again sharing their experiences and their
tradition’s basis for taking environmental action in
such a time of crisis. Many faith traditions were repreGillean’s son
Kennedy makes sented, and a wonderful mix of Christian hymns alonghis point
side bhangra drums and Buddhist chants were to be
heard for the duration of the march. As the group were at the point on the
march which ran closest to the SECC and the place of meeting for the
world leaders’ discussion on climate action, a moment of silence was had
as a prayer for those negotiating on our behalf. All drums and musical
instruments were silenced, all singing stopped, and conversation was
paused for a few moments as we walked together: a powerful moment of
prayer in action was felt by those involved.
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Adults holding candles from the Talanoa dialogue event with people invited
to share in worship.

Solution to My Hat Puzzle
The man at the rear did not see two white hats, otherwise he would
have known his was black.
The man in the middle therefore realises that either he or the man at
the front has a black hat or that they both have black hats.
The man at the front therefore realises that his hat cannot be white,
otherwise the man in the middle would have known his was black.
Therefore, the man at the front knows that he has a black hat!

Solution to Passing Trains Puzzle
Engine B uncouples from its coaches, moves past the siding and then
reverses into it.
Train A links with the two coaches of Train B and moves right past
the siding.
Engine B moves out of the siding and goes a little way down the
track.
Train A reverses back past the siding and pushes the two coaches of
Train B into the siding.
Train A reverses back, then goes on its way with its own coaches.
Engine B reverses to the siding, links with its own coaches and goes
on its way.
December 2021
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TAKING AN ECO LOOK by Andrew Muirhead

It is possible to reduce the demand for plastic
by our purchasing choices. One way might be
to buy bars of soap instead of liquid soap in
small plastic dispensers.

Any ideas for Creation Support that you might have can
be emailed to a.g.muirhead@gmail.com or texted to
07525552044.

Why should I reduce my
carbon footprint when
China doesn’t…………?
The climate is over my back wall and everywhere all at once.
The population of the UK increased from around 50,602,000 in 1951 to
about 68,207,000 today according to United Nations figures. This is an
increase of just over one third. In recent years, net migration has been into
the UK which is an important part of
the UK population increase. A second
important reason for this increase is
that people in the UK are living around
10 years longer than in 1951. We have
all developed an impression of what is
a “normal” lifestyle and it is this lifestyle that is being criticised for having
too big an impact on nature in general
and too big a carbon footprint in particular. Things were not so bad in the
1950s, so surely if we reduce our carbon footprint to 1950s levels and stop
immigration, the UK will have done its bit? We could then have a lifestyle
and set of values that are familiar and easy to grasp. This is an enticing
style of thought but is neither reasonable nor logical.
Let us consider the world population between 1951 and today. The population has increased from around 2.6 billion to 7.9 billion, that is just over
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300% or nearly 10 times the increase seen in the UK over the same period.
The world has become much richer and at present, riches equate to carbon
emissions. No wonder we have global warming! Surely it is those feckless
foreigners who are having too many children? Again, things are not so
simple.
In 1800, most people (80%) lived in poverty worldwide. This was not
the poverty that we see in the UK today, it was absolute poverty. The UN
recognises 4 levels of prosperity. Level 1 or absolute poverty equates to an
income of under $1.25 a day per person in 2004 money. Inflation makes
this figure a little higher today. These were the conditions I saw every day
when I was young and lived in Bangalore in South India. Mortality was
high and families were big. Parents wanted to be looked after as they aged,
and the best “pension” was children. In level 1 societies, family size averages around 6 children. This was the number of offspring needed to maintain a level one population in a steady state. Indeed, Mary Baird, the Cambridge historian, said that women in ancient Rome gained special privileges once they had 6 children!
How we might conduct ourselves in a level 1 society? Much of the day
will be consumed by fetching water, as very poor people do not have running water at home. They do not have access to transport, so getting to
work can also be time consuming. They have to endure ill health and regular and frequent terrible loss, as healthcare, sanitation and nutrition are
poor. Many children die very young and later, disease causes disability in
older children and adults. Under these conditions, trying harder does not work and education is unaffordable. Anyway, what is the
point of educating your children when more
than half will die before they can use it. Capitalism and the industrial revolution have been
the mechanism for pulling people out of desperate situations. Gordon Brown, (right) a
previous British Prime Minister, sought to
abolish absolute poverty. He made a big difference much to his credit.
Things have massively improved even in
my lifetime. Instead of 80% of people living
in absolute poverty historically, it is now less than 20%. Britain made this
transition in the 19th century. With increased prosperity, survival is much
improved and life expectancy increases. Indeed, life expectancy at birth
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has risen to 73 worldwide compared to 49 years in 1951 according to UN
figures. It is now well worth educating children. Water supply, sewerage
systems and some access to transport, can all be taken for granted and
family size is falling. This transition has been seen in nearly every country. The problem is that for a period, the population rises very quickly before levelling off and then gently falling. Britain has gone through the industrial revolution early on. We have a high population and rely heavily
on other countries to supply us with food and manufactured goods. Truth
be told, we also rely on other countries to supply workers to do many of
our unpopular and difficult jobs. We expect to travel, eat well, heat our
homes and buy a wide range of goods. People in poorer countries aspire to
something similar. The problem is that the world cannot support us all in
the manner that we might wish.
People in poorer countries want a better life. This will cause them to
consume more of the earth’s resources. We in the UK consume far more
than is sustainable and we will have to voluntarily reduce our consumption, otherwise our grandchildren will not understand our behaviour, especially if we profess a faith.
You may think that sorting out carbon footprints and climate change is a matter for governments, tax regimens and regulation. Of course,
rulers play their part. I was interested to listen to
an interview given by Baroness Anne-Marie
Trevelyan (right) as part of a climate action day
in Alnwick on 23.10.21. She is currently the
Conservative UK minister for trade and is one of
the main figures representing the UK contribution to the COP26 meeting in Glasgow. She is
quite clear in her comments about who should
do what. “It can’t be done by Government alone,
every single one of us has to think about which
part of this big puzzle we are able to help with and working together I
genuinely believe we can achieve (improvement). I am a great believer in
human ingenuity to tackle really hard problems.”
There we have it; Government looks to us to make a difference and we
look to them. So, why should I reduce my carbon footprint when China
doesn’t………….? The answer is simple, our grandchildren require us to
do what we can.
Andrew Muirhead
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Congregation and Parish Register

September - November
DEATHS
“I am with you always to the end of the age”
Jessie Davidson
Jenny Glencross
Anna Neagle
May Irving
Jane “Jean” Glass
Dick Dunlop
Liz Connell

Matthew 28:20

39 Newton Park Court, Ayr.
5B South Lodge Court, Ayr
15 Fairfield Park, Ayr
7 Meadowpark Drive, Ayr
63 Overmills Road, Ayr
104 St Leonard's Road, Ayr
17 Abbot's Way, Ayr

BAPTISM
“Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
Caitlin Margaret daughter of Colin and Shoina Watson, Hayhill, Ayr.

NEW MEMBERS
“He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God …”
Luke 9:11
Margaret Mathieson ,Ayr
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Who to contact
Minister:
Revd. Dr. SCOTT S. McKENNA.
scottsmckenna@aol.com
Tel:- 01292 226075
Associate Minister:
Revd. DAVID T. NESS, LTH,
17 Winston Avenue, Prestwick.
Tel:- 471625
Session Clerk:
ROBERT A. BARTHOLOMEW,
30 St Leonard’s Road, Ayr. Tel:- 265794
Depute Session Clerk:
WALTER MUIR, 1 Corsehill Place, Ayr
Tel.- 282931
Treasurer: TOM CAIRNS,
15 Longhill Avenue, Ayr KA7 4DY
Tel:- 443271
Director of Music:
MATTHEW HYNES,
20A Academy Street, Ayr KA7 1HS
Tel:- 870449
Gift Aid Convener:
PETER G. MACDONALD,
23 Dongola Road, Ayr. Tel.- 264059
Free Will Offering Convener:
GRAEME SAVAGE,
27 Newark Crescent, Ayr. Tel.- 445347
Roll Keeper:
MARGARET DONCASTER
20 St Cuthbert’s Road
Prestwick KA9 2EB
Tel:-477381
‘Columba News’ Editor:
NORMAN REID,
4 Hawthorn Drive, Ayr. Tel:-262144
editor.columbanews@gmail.com
Church Secretary:
IRENE E. BARTHOLOMEW,
30 St Leonard’s Road, Ayr
Office 269524
irene@ayrstcolumba.co.uk
Beadle and Church Officer:
JOHN STEWART,
6A Ronaldshaw Park, Ayr.
Tel:- 07847639528
Church Office: Carrick Park, Ayr.
Tel:- 269524 Office hours: 9am-noon, Mon,
Tues, Thurs and Fri
Church Charity Number: SC014338
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Church Services (Midton Road):
10am - Family Service;
10am Sunday School,
11.15 - Morning Worship;
6.30pm - Evening Services
(Last Sunday of the month)
Church Services (Lochside):
10am Morning Worship
Webmaster: Iain Bartholomew,
email: website@ayrstcolumba.co.uk.
www.ayrstcolumba.co.uk

What’s on in
the halls
MONDAY
5.30pm RAINBOW BROWNIES
Aynsley Bell, 07914 842118
7.30pm: THE GUILD (fortnightly):
Mrs D. Bone, 441651
7.30pm: MEN’S ASSOCIATION
(fortnightly):
Mr T. R. Swinn, 441896
WEDNESDAY
2pm: HOLY COMMUNION (4th Wed):
Church Office, 269524
2pm: FITNESS with FRIENDS:
Mrs Margaret Doncaster, 477381
5.45pm: 9th AYR BROWNIES,
Mrs E. MacDonald, 445529
THURSDAY
10am: OASIS CAFE
10.20am: LADIES BADMINTON:
Mrs Elizabeth MacDonald 445529
2pm: MEN’S ASSOCIATION GAMES:
Mr A. Hawthorn 267688
6.30pm: CUB SCOUTS:
Mr Jereon Bolte 07511489755
7.30pm: SENIOR CHOIR:
Church Office 269524
FRIDAY
6pm: BEAVER SCOUTS:
Fiona Wilson, 290414
7.30pm: SCOUTS:
Jereon Bolte, 07511489755
SATURDAY
4pm: MESSY CHURCH
(last Saturday of the month):
Irene Bartholomew, 269524
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Tuning in to our services
In recent months, St Columba Church has been providing services online:
Website: Full Service (see ‘Worship Services’ tab) Sermon (script and
audio) at www.ayrstcolumba.co.uk
Facebook:
Full Service
YouTube:
Full Service on our YouTube Channel
Dial-a-Sermon: Audio 01292 851074

Do you wish to advertise
in

Columba
News

Advertising details from
the editor
Norman Reid at
editor.columbanews@gmail.com
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SACT Electric Car Club
Low Cost e-car Hire
Zero
Emissions
Driving,
Zero Fuel Cost

www.sact-carclub.co.uk
01292 270864
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CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
KYLESTROME HOTEL, AYR
Sunday, 12th December
at 12.45
Cost £21.00
Lunch is 2 courses either a Starter and a Main
OR
Main and Dessert
Tea and coffee will be served and a glass of wine is
included in the cost.
Our lunch will conclude with Carol singing departing the
hotel around 4pm

Please complete the form below and return it to the office
or to the posting box at the Carrick Park
entrance by Sunday , December 5

................................................................................................

Congregational Lunch
Please reserve..................................................... a place/s at
the Christmas Lunch on Sunday, December 12
Please note: If further Covid restrictions have to make a return the
Hospitality Committee will be required to cancel the event.
The hotel has agreed they will not ask for a deposit or charge a
cancellation fee.

